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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 



1. 



Claims 1-10 are allowed. 



2. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



In regards to claim 1 5 none of prior art teaches or suggests the connector comprising a plurality of 
mutually juxtaposed contact modules, the plate portions of the ground plates having first surface facing 
each other and second surfaces on the opposite sides of the first surfaces; and pairs of protrusions formed 
at intervals on the second surfaces of the plate portions; the first and second ground plates being molded- 
in with the insulator so as to be integrated together; the insulator having recesses corresponding to the 
intervals of the protrusions; the signal contacts being disposed in the recesses arranged as claimed. 

In regards to claim 6, none of prior art teaches or suggests the connector comprising a plurality of 
mutually juxtaposed contact modules, the ground plates and the insulator being molded-in to be formed 
integrally with each other, the section-generally-U-shaped portions of the ground plates face each other 
alternately at their backs while face outside at their open portions arranged as claimed. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Phuongchi Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-2012. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 8:00AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Paula 
Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext 33. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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